
One summer, a girl who calls herself the Lake Goddess appears at thirteen-year-old Chiya’s 
family guesthouse, dragging a suitcase filled with muddy, moss-covered coins. She warns that 
the waters of Lake Seryue have been polluted, forcing her to escape onto land—but no one 
believes her.

Lake Seryue is famous for its stunning scenery—and its miraculously effective “wish stones.”  
Visitors come from far and wide to toss stones into the lake. But where do all these stones 
come from? Why is a strange layer of fine silt settling at the lake’s bottom? And whose skeleton 
lies hidden in an underwater tunnel?

One mystery after another disturbs the quiet lakeside village. When the rainy season fails 
to arrive, the lake dries up, revealing cracked earth and countless wish stones once buried 
beneath the water—and exposing the villagers’ long-held secrets. Can the Lake Goddess, 
Chiya, and the children of the lake district uncover the truth and protect their beloved home?
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Author ManChiu Lin
A prominent novelist for young readers, ManChiu Lin currently resides in London. She is a four-
time winner of the Golden Tripod Award. Her works span a wide range of genres, among them 
essays, young adult and children’s fiction, picture books, and cross-genre writing. Deeply 
engaged with social issues in Taiwan and around the world, she has published numerous titles, 
including Two Miraculous Journeys Under the Stars: the Lizard Girl & the Alpaca Boy, Substitute, 
Chasers of Light, Daughter of the Ventriloquist.

Illustrator Hsiao-Han Lin
Hsiao-Han Lin enjoys experimenting with various illustration styles. Her works have appeared 
in newspapers, books, and magazines. Her published titles include the YES! I Guess I’m a Little 
Superhero series, Fairy Tales of Good Character 3: The Shadow-Stealing Elf, Meeting Poetry Through 
Imagination, and Substitute.
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A Trial of Self-Assertion and 
Self-Righteousness
 by Jung-Chun Ko Roslyn

With a single deft stroke, Golden 
Tripod Award–winning author ManChiu 
Lin introduces the titular “Lake Goddess”: 
a frail girl who arrives at the family-run 
guesthouse with a suitcase in tow. Her 
arrival feels both natural and mysterious, 
as she repeatedly begs to stay. Lin not 
only paints this character vividly but uses 
her appearance to stir the calm surface of 
Lake Seryue, testing the trust, conscience, 
loyalty, and convictions of those who live 
nearby. In so doing, she allows the unusual 
to rise within the ordinary.

The novel showcases Lin’s 
practiced approach to magical realism. 
There exists no separate fantasy realm, 
and Lake Seryue grounds the story in 
reality. Meanwhile, the Lake Goddess 
embodies the genre’s essential element—
the inexplicable entering daily life. As 
J. R. R. Tolkien noted, experiencing the 
fantastical within the everyday requires 
belief. Yet should the villagers believe this 
girl’s warning that something is wrong 

with the lake water?
Through the Lake Goddess, Lin 

reminds readers that what the eyes see 
may not be true. Her words blur the line 
between reality and fabrication. Many 
things we take for granted may not reveal 
the whole truth; the ordinary can hide the 
strange or extraordinary. When people 
cling to habit and rigid assumptions, how 
can they see deeper? Magical realism 
thus becomes a test of belief for both 
characters and readers. Those focused 
solely on the girl’s authenticity overlook 
the work’s broader depth.

The story draws inspiration from 
Sun Moon Lake’s historic drought crisis in 
Taiwan. Through the Lake Goddess, the 
author introduces ecological concerns 
while also questioning the long-held 
practice of throwing “wish stones” into 
the water. The plot further intertwines an 
unsolved crime—yes, a body appears—
pressing characters and readers into 
a moral conflict: Should one protect 

commercial interests and maintain 
superficial harmony, or expose the truth 
behind the wish stones and restore 
conscience?

In educational contexts, teachers 
may invite students to debate these 
dilemmas through role-play. For instance, 
if you were the village chief, how would 
you respond to discovering that sacred 
wish stones had been turned into 
fraudulent stones? If exposed, the scandal 
could harm the village’s livelihood. Or, 
from the perspective of the youth living 
around Lake Seryue: Would you leave the 
matter to adults? As young citizens, would 
you relinquish your right to speak? More 
importantly, do you believe you possess 
the power to act?

These questions underscore the 
deeper value of the novel. It is impressive 
to see the author thread elements of the 
“inexplicable within real life” into a short 
work that resonates so closely with issues 
we face in our daily world.

What I admire most is Lin’s refusal 
to villainize adults. Instead, she presents 
a balanced, realistic spectrum of both 
youth and adults. Some kind, some 
flawed; some capable of bias, mischief, 
or small cruelties; and, likewise, some 
adults who mix virtue and weakness. Such 
even-handed portrayal reflects the true 
complexity of human nature.

This afterword has been edited for the 
purposes of this booklet.

Jung-Chun Ko Roslyn is an associate 
professor at the Graduate Institute of 
Children’s Literature at National Taitung 
University. She primarily teaches courses 
on the history of Western children’s 
literature, literary theory, critical analysis 
of children’s literature, Western youth 
fiction, and fantasy literature.
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