
  

 

CLINICLOWNS:  
LAST GOODBYE 
小丑醫生：最後一次說再見 
 

A young woman who was too afraid to bid a final farewell to her 

terminally ill sister is given the opportunity to make amends by 

performing as a CliniClown at a children’s hospital. 

 
 

17-year-old high school student Hsiao-han’s fear of hospitals 

prevented her from saying goodbye to her terminally ill little sister. 

Her regrets consume her until a chance encounter with a 

“CliniClown” who performs for young patients at the children’s 

hospital presents her with a new opportunity. 

 

Determined to overcome her fears and make amends for failing her 

sister, Hsiao-han joins a CliniClown training program. Through the 

course of the class work, practice performances, and collaboration 

with fellow trainees, Hsiao-han finds that not only can she bring 

smiles to faces of sick children, she can also gradually relinquish the 

burden of her own guilt. 

 

A collaboration between author Feng Shi and Golden Comic award 

winner Cory Ko, CliniClowns is adapted from the real-life experiences 

of CliniClowns from Dr. Rednose Association. With warmth and 

charm, Cory Ko’s art gently guides readers into a tale rich with both 

laughter and tears. 

 

Story by Feng Shi 逢時 

Light novelist Feng Shi lives in Tainan, Taiwan with her four cats. Her 

writing blends the romance, fantasy, and thriller genres. Her 

previous novels include My Boyfriend is Not a Zombie, Monster 

Cafeteria, and I Willingly Let Him Kill Me. 

 

Comic by Cory Ko 柯宥希（顆粒） 

Cory always knew she was good at drawing, but only gradually built 
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up the confidence to publish her work. Beginning with illustrations 

for short stories and covers for novels, Cory eventually started 

publishing four panel comics in shojo magazines. Her first long-form 

comic, Love is Everywhere, was serialized in Shojo Monthly. Cory’s 

clear style of drawing and exceptional storytelling quickly captured 

the hearts of readers, transforming her into an award-winning comic 

artist. Her previous manga series Make a Wish, Dashi! and Why Not? 

have been translated into Korean and French. 
 

 
 















































Smile.Two

Li Yu-

kuang!

Wait a 

moment!

Can you 

teach 

me...

gaspgasp

gaspgasp

What?



Can you 
teach me 

to be funny 
like you?

What What 
do you do you 
mean?mean?

Are you 

saying you 

want to do 

better 

in the 

performance 

class?

Yeah!

OK!

Just wait 

for me a 

moment...

Sure.Sure.
I was I was 
surprised.surprised.

It was It was 
the first the first 
time...time...

... she had ever ... she had ever 
spoken to me.spoken to me.



She’s Chen Hsiao-han,She’s Chen Hsiao-han,

the hardest working the hardest working 
student in our clown student in our clown 
doctor training program.doctor training program.

Our very own Our very own 
Hermione Granger.Hermione Granger.

A top student at the best A top student at the best 
high school in the city,high school in the city,

she could memorize a she could memorize a 
phone book backwards phone book backwards 
and forwards.and forwards.

her scores are the her scores are the 
best on everything.best on everything.

Child psychology

acute care

pediatric 
cancer

She sits in the She sits in the 
front row of front row of 
our theory of our theory of 
medicine class,medicine class,

back straight, back straight, 
writing down writing down 
everything the everything the 
teacher says.teacher says.

She doesn’t seem to realize  She doesn’t seem to realize  
the back rows are already MIA.the back rows are already MIA.

black 
coffee

stretching to 
stay awake

scri
bble

scri
bble

But But 
when it when it 
comes to comes to 
performance performance 
class...class...

Hermione Hermione 
Granger is Granger is 
hopeless.hopeless.

scribble
scribble



Clowns use Clowns use 
intentional intentional 
blunders...blunders...

to amuse to amuse 
the audience.the audience.

But she just doesn’t But she just doesn’t 
have the knack for it.have the knack for it.

Her blunder-free Her blunder-free 
performances...performances...

... fall flat with ... fall flat with 
the audience.the audience.

Li Yu-kuang 
takes his turn

Ta-
da!

Oh, 
I 

got 
an 

itch!

stacked 
hat gag



watching very watching very 
seriouslyseriously

She gets top scores in theory,She gets top scores in theory,

but she’s bottom of the class in performance.but she’s bottom of the class in performance.

Is that Is that 
why she why she 
came to came to 
talk to talk to 
me?me?

Please 

help me.

Other-

wise,

I’ll 

never be 

a clini-

clown.



HONK!HONK!

startled
startled

What?
Do you 

always 

carry 

around a 

rubber 

chicken?

rummage...
rummage...

Heh heh
Heh heh

I carry 

around 

a lot of 

things!

Hold 

this 

for 

me.

toss!
toss!

Huh?

toss!
toss!Hold 

on!

I can’t 

carry any 

more!

rub rub 
rub rub 
rub!rub!

Hey!



You’ve 

just got 

your own 

style.
Don’t 

worry so 

much. Stick 

with the 

training.

One day 

you’ll 

figure 

it out.

Really?

You’ve got t
his.

You’ve got t
his.

gone like the w
ind

gone like the w
ind

Hey!Hey!What do What do 

I do with I do with 

all this all this 

stuff?stuff?

sighsigh

clini-

clowns 

usually 

work in 

pairs.

You’ll need 

to develop 

rapport with 

your partner, so 

you can respond 

effectively 

to whatever 

situation arises 

out in the wards.

So, it’s a 

good time 

to start 

looking for 

a partner.



It’s best if 

you can help 

compensate 

for each 

other’s 

weaknesses.

Most 

comedy 

duos have 

a straight 

man and a 

funny man

or some 

other 

pairing that 

highlights 

the 

strengths 

of each 

performer.

I’m I’m 
doom-doom-

ed.ed.

FrogFrog

ChestnutChestnut

CowboyCowboy

Every 

clown is 

a unique 

character.

StarStar

We’ll do an 

exercise 

to find the 

character 

that best 

suits you.

Everyone 

lie down,

close 

your 

eyes,

See if 

you can 

find your 

inner 

child.

Try to 

remember 

your 

childhood 

self.What 

were you 

afraid 

of?



Look 

at your 

childhood 

self.What would 

you do to 

make him or 

her laugh?

Starting Starting 
in elemen-in elemen-

tary tary 
school...school...

... I knew things would never ... I knew things would never 
be normal again.be normal again.

After my sister was born After my sister was born 
I was always at the hospital taking care of her.I was always at the hospital taking care of her.

I did all of my vacation homework assignmentsI did all of my vacation homework assignments
in my sister’s hospital room.in my sister’s hospital room.

My parents were overwhelmed My parents were overwhelmed 
dealing with Chi-en’s illness.dealing with Chi-en’s illness.

I tried to make things easier for I tried to make things easier for 
them by being a good little girl.them by being a good little girl.

I always did my homework, I always did my homework, 
and I got good grades.and I got good grades.

I didn’t want I didn’t want 
to be a burden to be a burden 
to them.to them.

Hsiao-

han...
I want 

to go 

play in 

the park.

Daddy 

told us 

we can't 

go out.

It's so 

boring 

in here.

I want 

to play 

on the 

swings.



My heart was My heart was 
breaking for breaking for 
my sister.my sister.

...

OK...OK...

But if you 

feel any 

pain you 

have to 

tell me!

OK!

It’s just for a little while. It’ll be fine.It’s just for a little while. It’ll be fine.

The look of The look of 
happiness happiness 
on her face on her face 
reassured reassured 
me.me.

We almost We almost 
made it to the made it to the 
park that day.park that day.



We were We were 
so close.so close.Where 

are you 

taking 

Chi-en?

Her 

immunity 

is very 

weak 

right 

now! We've 

struggled 

so hard 

just to 

get her 

stable.

Why 

can't 

you 

just do 

as we 

say?

Enough...
Enough...

She 

didn't 

mean 

any 

harm.

...I'm 

sorry.



Please Please 
don’t don’t 
die!die!

I’ll do as I’ll do as 
I’m told I’m told 

from from 
now on.now on.

The smell 

of medicine 

hung thick 

in the air 

that day.

And I And I 

remember remember 

my fingers my fingers 

hurt from hurt from 

the cold.the cold.

That’s 

the day I 

started 

hating the 

hospital.I was I was 

afraid afraid 

Chi-en Chi-en 

would would 

die.die.

That’s when That’s when 

you became you became 

that good that good 

little little 

girl who girl who 

was afraid was afraid 

to make to make 

mistakes.mistakes.

That’s That’s 

when you when you 

stopped stopped 

smiling.smiling.

grasp...grasp...



It’s 

OK.

It 

wasn’t 

your 

fault.

You did 

the best 

you could.

From now 

on let’s 

do it 

together.

OK...

Once you 

get to 

know your 

inner 

child,

you can 

give them 

a name.

This will 

be the 

name of 

your clown 

character!



Today Today 
we’re in we’re in 
the park.the park.

The intern The intern 
clowns are clowns are 
supposed supposed 
to play to play 
with the with the 
children,children,

and interact and interact 
with them.with them.

What a What a 
shame...shame...

... that ... that 
it’s so it’s so 
difficult difficult 
for me to for me to 
join in.join in.

seated on a seated on a 
cold benchcold bench

doesn’t doesn’t 
know how know how 

to play to play 
with kidswith kids



Honk
, hon

k, ho
nk!

Honk
, hon

k, ho
nk!What 

the 

heck?!

so immature!
so immature!

Heh heh...Heh heh...What 

is your 

clown 

character 

like?

...

Her 

name is 

Gratty.

She likes 

to smile. She 

wishes she 

could be 

spontaneous 

and play 

freely,

but I 

always 

hold 

her 

back.

So, instead, 

she became 

a good 

little girl 

who doesn’t 

dare to make 

mistakes.

Why did 

you name 

her 

Gratty?...

My 

little 

sister’s 

name, 

Chi-en,
means 

“grati-

tude”.

My 

sister 

died 

a few 

months 

ago.

That’s why 

I decided 

to become 

a clini-

clown.



...

Huh?Huh?

Why is Why is 
he so he so 

quiet?quiet?

So 

that’s 

it.

Gratty, 

for 

grati-

tude.

Is he Is he 
crying?crying?

flusteredflustered

Well... What 

about you? 

Why do you 

want to 

be a clini-

clown?

Me?

When I was 

little my 

grandpa was 

dying of 

cancer.

For once, 

my whole 

family 

came 

together,

but the 

atmo-

sphere 

in the 

hospital 

was so 

gloomy.

I knew I 

didn’t have 

much time 

left with 

my grandpa, 

so I began 

beating his 

slippers 

together 

and singing 

a song,

just to 

liven 

things up.



I got 

scolded 

for it,

but I also 

got to see 

my grandpa 

smile one 

last time.

From 

that 

day 

on,

I knew I 

wanted to 

change the 

way things 

are in 

hospitals.

I 

see..

But...But...
... I still 

haven’t 

picked a 

name for 

my clown.

I’m not 

good at 

coming 

up with 

names.

Since 

you love 

scaring 

people so 

much...
totally 

different 

from me, by 

the way...

you might 

as well 

call 

yourself 

“Boomer”.



starestareWhat?

Can you be 

my clown 

partner?



Wait...

What 

about 

choosing 

your 

name?

“Boomer” 
is great!

I’ll be 
Boomer!

Um... 

Are 

you 

sure?

I really 
want to 
be your 
partner.

Is 
that 
OK?

I’m not 

good at 

performing.

I won’t 

make a good 

partner.



Trust 

me,

I can already 

see us working 

perfectly 

together!

OK...OK...

It’ll be It’ll be 

better better 

than OK!than OK!




