FEAR AND CARTOONING
IN PARIS: A TAIWANESE
GIRL’S INTERNATIONAL
FREELANCING
ADVENTURE

—E AR EETHI: SRR
TEVA R

The uproarious tale of a stubbornly idealistic Taiwanese

animator who moves abroad for what she believes will be an
elegant Parisian sojourn. The reality that awaits her is
disillusioning to say the least, but Shrimp’s determination and
taste for the absurd ultimately see her through.

After graduating from an animation institute, the driven and
idealistic Shrimp furiously sends out résumés to overseas employers.
Just as her hopes are about to fade, she receives an offer to intern at
a French animation studio where she will have the opportunity to
work with a well-known director.

Thus begins what Shrimp imagines will be a refined and elegant
sojourn in Paris, but instead turns out to be a crash course in dealing
with language barriers, culture shock, petty thievery, overwork, and
co-worker rivalries. Despite bouts of disillusionment and doubt, the
tenacious Shrimp remains determined to make the most of her

overseas experiences, and bring her creative vision to life.

If you were looking for a graphic novel about living the overseas
dream, this is not it. But don’t worry, Shrimp’s self-deprecating
humor and taste for the absurd transform her cross-cultural
calamities into an international adventure that is by turns inspiring,
edifying, and laugh-out-loud funny.
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Animator, writer, and comic book artist Fshrimp studied abroad in
the USA and Ireland before immigrating to France to pursue a career
in animation. Her love affair with drawing comics began in primary
school, where she invented the character Fried Shrimp Man. Fshrimp

continues to draw Fried Shrimp Man comics to this day.



CHAPTER 71
AUDREY SHRIMPBURN



The Taiwan Weighted
Index climbed to
10,500 today...

Never mind the noobs,
they’re always late to the
foreidn investment party...

Hold those shares!
Everuone is doing
to wake up and
smell the value soon
enougdh...



HI EVERYONE. YOU CAN CALL ME
SHRIMP I'M AN ANIMATOR FROM
TAIPEIL

Call now to become a
member and statt receiving
our |atest trading tips..

I NEVER IMAGINED THAT ONE
PAY I'D BE STRUGGLING TO
COME UP WITH A SUITABLE
OPENING FOR A GRAPHIC NOVEL.

The Dow Jones
took o tumble...

SHRIMP HURRY UP
AND GET REAPY
FOR DINNER!



I COME FROM AN ORDI-
NARY HAPPY HAKKA FAMILY

MY PARENTS ARE FROM RURAL
TAOYUAN, BUT THEY CAME TO
TAIPEI TO WORK WHEN THEY WERE
YOUNG ADULTS. THEY HOLD FAST TO
THE TRADITIONAL VIRTUES OF HARD
WORK AND FRUGALITY

HOT!

OH I FORGOT THE
RICE DUMPLINGS ARE
STILL STEAMING IN THE
CROCKPOT

I GET ALONG WITH BOTH OF MY OLDER
BROTHERS, EVEN THOUGH THE YOUNGER OF
THE TWO SPENT MOST OF HIS CHILDHOOD
LIVING WITH OUR AUNT

MY FATHER USED TO TEACH
CALLIGRAPHY BUT SLOWLY HE
SHIFTED INTO THE ROLE OF
HOUSE-HUSBAND

HEY TURN OFF
THE TV DADI

whoever tells gou to shott this stock is
out of their minds! Is angone listening®

PAD!

HIS HOBBIES ARE STOCK TRAD-
ING AND BUPDHIST PHILOSOPHY



R

My MOTHER IS A TRADITIONAL TOUGH-AS
NAILS HAKKA WOMAN. STARTING AS A BANK
CLERK, SHE HAS FOUGHT HER WAY UP THE
CORPORATE LAPDER TO BECOME THE
BANKS DEPUTY MANAGER,

I SWEAR I'M NOT BEING SUBVECTIVE
HERE. THE ENTIRELY FAMILY CAN ATTEST
TO HER OVERBEARING PERSONALITY

EVEN AS SHE CONTINUED
TO MANAGE OUR HOME LIFE

I'VE HEARD JUST
ABOUT ENOUGH

FROM BOTH
OF Youl
I'm
EXHAUSTED
FROM
WORK!

EVEN THOUGH WE KNOW
SHE MEANS WELL

c

om MAY

N\\IO\«\ SONE
Tep!

IDPonN'T
WANT 1O
TALK RIGHT
Now,

I'VE JUST ABOUT HAD IT
WITH YOUR FATHER, THAT
USELESS LAYABOUT!

EVERY TIME I ASK HIM TO PAY
FOR SOMETHING THE BEST HE
CAN DO IS SCROUNGE UP NT* 50
OF POCKET CHANGE!

IN SHORT I NEVER WANTED TO BE LIKE MY
PARENTS, AND I WOULD NEVER CHOOSE A LIFE
PARTNER LIKE THEM EITHER.
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HOW MUCH ARE YOU MAKING
NOW? DO YOU HAVE ENOUGH
MONEY TO GET BY?

I'M FINE.
THESE ‘GIGS” YOURE
POING ARE THEY FOR
MONEY? DO YOUR
CLIENTS PAY YOU?
I ALWAYS TOLD YOUR IT'S NORMAL TO TELL YOUR PARENTS
GRANDPMA HOW MUCH I MAKE. HOW MUCH YOU MAKE! WERE NOT
ASKING FOR YOUR MONEY YOU KNOW!
ALY
slurp, aunchy
slurp munchl

™ FULLI IM FULL, TOO!

TA
GIRL
WHAT? SO SOON? FRIEND/

CAN'T YOU OUST HANG
AROUND A CHAT A BIT?



THEY'VE NEVER OBJECTED TO WHAT I DO BUT
THEY'VE ALSO NEVER REALLY UNDERSTOOD MY
WORK. IN THE ENDR SOME ACCOMPLISHMENTS
ARE HARD TO PUT A NUMBER ON.

I'VE ALWAYS WANTED TO BE THE BEST AT
EVERYTHING THAT'S PROBABLY JUST MY
WAY OF SEEKING APPROVAL FROM MY FAMILY

I ALWAYS LOVED DRAWING AS A BUT IN MIDDLE SCHOOL, I
CHILR IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL I FAILED TO TEST INTO THE
TESTED INTO THE ART CLASS, ART CLASS.

AND FROM THEN ON, I WAS
ALWAYS DRAWING COMICS.

m
I ENJOYED THE FEELING OF CLASsmargs "
SHARING AND INTERACTING '
WITH MY CLASSMATES,






































































































KUHAR IS ALWAYS GOING
ON ABOUT HOW MUCH
HE LOVES BLONDS.

I LOVE BLOND HAIR.

BUT ONE DAY A BLOND
GIRL APPEARED AT THE
DRAWING STUDIO

AND BLOND HAIR

LOVES ME ORIGINALLY I
THOUGHT HE WAS
ALL TALK.
BEFORE I KNEW IT THEY
WERE IN A RELATIONSHIP!
BRavor
BRavor
I'M SO HAPPY!
TONIGHT DRINKS
ARE ON ME!

BUT IT WAS OVER AS QUICKLY AS IT STARTEDR
FOR A WHILE I NO LONGER SAW KUHAR AT

THE DRAWING STUDIO

TAKE A /5
MINUTE
BREAK.

ONCE AGAIN, I
DPON'T KNOW
ANYONE HERE.



SINCE I HAD NOTHING BETTER TO
DO I CONTINUED DOING CROQUIS,
THROUGH SLEET AND SNOW,

ALSO, I FINALLY STARTED
WRITING THE SCRIPT FOR MY
FRIED SHRIMP ANIMATED SHORT

FRIED SHRIMP MAN WAS MY EVER SINCE I TOOK A MOVIE
NICKNAME IN PRIMARY SCHOOL. WRITING CLASS, I'VE BEEN
SO I'VE ALWAYS BEEN THINKING ITCHING TO TRY OUT THE

ABOUT THIS CHARACTER. THREE-ACT STRUCTURE ON

FRIED SHRIMP MAN.

Climax

Confrontation Resolution

PUTTING
LEARNING

INTO
Setup PRACTICE

ARE YOU

SERIOLSZ
NOw, I WANT TO MAKE

FRIED SHRIMP MAN
INTO A CARTOON.



START WITH A CHARACTER,
THEN WRITE THE PLOT. THIS
IS HARDER THAN I THOUGHT!

What'’s his story?

Is Fried Shrimp Man an alien who
wants to conquer the Earth?

A trouble-maker who pulls pranks

at alate-night restaurant?
The Taiwanese Ratatouille?

OR SHOULD HE 9UST

Is he a thinker?

Oradoer?

NO THIS CHARACTER IS

CLOWN AROUND? IMPORTANT TO ME, I DON'T WANT
TO MAKE HIM TOO COMMERCIAL.

MAYBE I SHOULD CREATE A
WHOLE LINE OF FOOD-THEMED
CHARACTERS FOR EASY
MERCHANPISING!

What does he want?
What does he need?

KINp oF
Like mg.

BUT HE'S NOT THE
RIGHT STYLE FOR SOMETHING
ARTSY EITHER..

What do | want?
What do | need?



I NEED TO

SLEEP!
Glug
Glug
MAYBE THIS IS ALL TLL MAYBE THIS IS
GET OUT OF THIS ALL ILL GET
INTERNSHIP OUT OF LIFE

HI SHRIMP!

CAN YOU COME
I WONDER HOW MUCH OUTSIDE FOR A

TICKETS TO TAIWAN MOMENT?
COST RIGHT NOW

YES!



I HOPE I WASN'T
TALKING TO MYSELF
JUST NOW.
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REMEMBER THAT
2D ANIMATION
PROJECT I TOLD
YOU ABOUT?

WE'RE ABOUT TO
GET STARTED!

I NEED YOU TO GO STAY
WITH THE DIRECTOR IN
HIS ILLAGE AND ASSIST
HIM WITH THE TEASER!

YOU LEAVE NEXT WEEK!



DPOOR CLOSED

WHAT DO I
NEED TO PO
TO PREPARE?

NOTHING! WE'LL
BOOK TRAIN
TICKETS FOR YOU



HI SHRIMP!I HOW
IS EVERYTHING
GOING?

MOM I HAVE
SOMETHING TO..

WHAT TIME IS IT THERE?
DO YOU HAVE ENOUGH MONEY?

ENOUGH ENOUGH! I WANT
TO TELL YOU THAT I'M GOING
TO WORK WITH THIS FAMOUS
DIRECTOR AT HIS HOUSE IN A
FRENCH VILLAGE!

HEY SIS!
WHEN ARE YOU GOING?
WHAT DIRECTOR? YES
DID YOU SAY “HIS"?
IS THAT SAFE?
ARE THEY PAYING FOR YOUD BETTER BE

CAREFUL! FOR ALL YOU KNOW
HE'S GOING TO KIDNAP YOU!

YOUR ROOM AND BOARD?

HELLO? HELLO??

I CAN'T HEAR YOUI ARE YOU THERE?





