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The NetherworldThe Netherworld

All who die must All who die must 
pass through the pass through the 
Netherworld on Netherworld on 
their way to rebirth. their way to rebirth. 
This is where those This is where those 
who committed evil who committed evil 
deeds in life will be deeds in life will be 
punished.punished.

King Yama sits on high before the King Yama sits on high before the 
table of judgment. At either side table of judgment. At either side 
stand the twin judges, Black and stand the twin judges, Black and 
White Impermanence. Beyond White Impermanence. Beyond 
them are the ox and horse-faced them are the ox and horse-faced 
generals, and well as various other generals, and well as various other 
lesser monstrosities. Some hundred lesser monstrosities. Some hundred 
years from now, this will still be the years from now, this will still be the 
scene that awaits us.scene that awaits us.

However, the story that follows does However, the story that follows does 
not happen so far in the future.not happen so far in the future.





Chapter 1Chapter 1



I 
hate 
this...

Why did 
I have 
to die?

I was just 
heading 

across the 
street to 

rent a copy 
of One 
Piece...

You’re cute, 
You’re cute, young fella!

young fella!

Do you have any 
Do you have any 

brothers that have 
brothers that have 

already passed on?
already passed on?

Return our Return our 
land!land!

The mainland The mainland 
will pay!will pay!

Can you 
Can you lend a 
lend a hand? I 

hand? I lost my 
lost my contact 

contact lens...
lens...

Everything has 
Everything has 

gone blurry...
gone blurry...

Let me 

tell you 

something...



You pack 

of loud-

mouths!Are you 

f inished 

yet!?

huff
 huf

f
huff

 huf
f

sta
re

sta
re

sta
re

sta
re

Uh, umm... 

I'm using 

Blue-

tooth...… 

wireless 

headset...

Heh, heh...Heh, heh...



I hate 

this...

Wandering Wandering 
SpiritsSpirits

Commonly known Commonly known 
as ghosts. They often as ghosts. They often 
appear at night, but appear at night, but 
are undetectable to are undetectable to 
the eyes of ordinary the eyes of ordinary 
people.people.

Image copied from Tsukioka Yoshitoshi’s Image copied from Tsukioka Yoshitoshi’s 
“Demon in the Form of an Old Woman “Demon in the Form of an Old Woman 
Fleeing with a Severed Arm,” woodblock Fleeing with a Severed Arm,” woodblock 
print, 1889.print, 1889.

Only those with Only those with 
the rare gift of the rare gift of 
“the sight” can “the sight” can 
see them.see them.

Yeah, 

yeah...rare 

gift... la 

di da...



Who the 

hell wants 

to see this 

depressing 

crap!

I just 

want to 

have a 

normal 

night out!

Go to 

a KTV!

See a 

midnight 

movie!
Take a girl 

for a ride 

on my 

scooter!

But 

no!!!

Even if I can get by Even if I can get by 
without KTV, movies, without KTV, movies, 
girls, and all that,girls, and all that,

there’s one thing I won’t there’s one thing I won’t 
compromise on: nighttime compromise on: nighttime 
special two for one fries!special two for one fries!

Coast 

is clear. 

Gotta move 

while “they” 

aren’t 

around.

flipflip



flipflipflipflip

... another 
one? Argh!

And he's 
reading a 
manga!?

Mommy, I 

want to 

sit next 

to Ronald 

McDonald!



There's 

already 

another 

kid sitting 

there!

What's so What's so 

special special 

about a about a 

plastic statue plastic statue 

anyways?anyways?

They can see him, too. They can see him, too. 
He must not be one of He must not be one of 

“them” after all.“them” after all.

Though this kid is pretty Though this kid is pretty 
weird, wearing a mask weird, wearing a mask 
and all dressed up in and all dressed up in 
traditional clothes.traditional clothes.

Is he one of those... Is he one of those... 
what are they what are they 

called... cosplayers?called... cosplayers?

Anyways, Anyways, 
he's just he's just 

somebody's somebody's 
kid. None of kid. None of 
my businessmy business.

Hey kid, 

I was 

talking 

to you!

You've 

got a 

good pair 

of eyes.

It's too 

bad you 

don't put 

them to 

use.

You!!!



How old 
are you 
little 

buddy?

Can I help 
Can I help 

you find your 
you find your 

Mommy?Mommy?
Fuck 

you.

Don't use 

that baby 

talk on me.

It 

seems that 

you've been 

ignoring your 

gift oF“the 

sight.

Few have the ability to communicate 

with the spirit realm, 

yet many are the humans and yet many are the humans and 

ghosts in need of help.ghosts in need of help.It's a gift 

from the 

Emperor 

of Heaven!

So 

what?

It's a 

pretty 

annoying 

gift.

It only...

ever...



...brings bad luck....brings bad luck.
I don't 

know 

who you 

are...

But I 

guess 

you 

can see 

“them” 

too.

This 

world 

doesn't 

tolerate 

freaks!

You're 

better off 

pretending 

that you can't 

see. That you 

can't hear!

And don't 

strike up 

conversations 

with people

 like me!

Just a 

little 

advice...

from 

someone 

who's been 

there.

Clu
nk!

Clu
nk!



...

May I take 

May I take 

your order!

your order!

Large 

fries.

That's 

all.

It’s true.It’s true.

This world doesn't This world doesn't 
tolerate freaks.tolerate freaks.

We have a buy We have a buy 

one get one one get one 

free special. free special. 

Would you Would you 

like a second like a second 

order of order of 

fries?fries?

Sure.

That's why I don't get involved, even if That's why I don't get involved, even if 
the dead have legitimate grievances,the dead have legitimate grievances,



or I can see that the living...

Is there 

anything 

else you 

would like 

with your 

order?

might die 
without my 

intervention.

Hey, kid,

how can you 

be so cold 

hearted?

Infant 

spirits are 

dangerous 

if not dealt 

with!

If you 

won't lend 

a hand...



then I 

guess it's 

up to me!

Dark energy 

hangs heavy 

over you. A 

black spot 

obscures 

your third 

eye point.

A great 

misfortune 

might befall 

you, a big...

mumble

A 

big?

A big...



......Big Bird!Big Bird!

He'd like a 

Happy Meal, 

with a Big 

Bird toy!

Sorry, 

we only 

have 

Birdie.

Birdie! 

That'll be 

f ine. Thank 

you very 

much!

Waaaaaaaaa!
Waaaaaaaaa!

...

Hey kid, I 

was just 

getting 

to the 

important 

stuff!

What 

the hell 

are you 

doing?

I should 

ask you 

the same 

thing!



Stop messing 

around! You 

want to get 

locked up in 

some research 

lab where they 

experiment 

on all the 

wierdos!?

Fine, if 

that's what 

you want, 

but don't 

drag me 

into it!

You've 

lost sight 

of right 

and wrong! 

I was only 

trying to 

help.

You have to 

take advantage 

your time here 

to accumulate 

good merit. 

You'll see! After 

you kick the 

bucket you'll 

thank me, kid!

And why do 

you keep 

calling me kid? 

Learn some 

manners!

Clearly, 

I'm 

older 

than 

you!

Thud!
Thud!

And clearly 

you can't 

see what's 

staring you 

straight in 

the face, kid.
I can see you’re 
I can see you’re bleeding. Wipe 
bleeding. Wipe your nose.
your nose.

Listen up, 

I'm...

rr
uu
mm
bb
ll
ee

rumble                  rumblerumble                  rumble

...



I’m hungry

I’m hungry......

Uhhh!?

I spent 

all my 

money 

on 

manga.

They’re 
They’re 

so damn 
so damn 

expensive.
expensive.

...

It must be the 
It must be the 

lack of tourists 
lack of tourists 

from mainland 
from mainland 

driving up 
driving up 

prices...prices...

Here's that 

Happy Meal 

I ordered. 

Come and 

get it.

I’l
l e

ve
n le

t 

I’l
l e

ve
n le

t 

yo
u h

av
e t

he 

yo
u h

av
e t

he 

Bir
die 

to
y.

Bir
die 

to
y.



munch, munch,munch, munch,

slurpslurp

slurpslurp

cru
nch

cru
nch

crunchcrunch

He eats 
with his 
mask on!?

burpburp

I've 

got a 

question 

for you, 

kid.

King Yama...
is that 

name 

familiar 

to you?

 munch, munch, munch munch, munch, munch



King Yama 

is the ruler 

of the 

Netherworld, 

the most fair 

and impartial 

of all the 

gods.

He deals 

with those who 

did evil in their 

last life, and 

arranges the 

circumstances 

of rebirth in 

the next.

In his 

great wisdom, 

he makes no 

distinction 

between 

various forms 

of sentient 

beings.

In his 

eyes, no 

one is a 

freak.

He does not 

require that 

you adhere 

to certain 

beliefs.

In all 

things,it is only 

your own 

attitude and 

choices that 

matter.



snort

Bua-ha-

ha-ha!
Do little 

kids still 

believe 

that 

stuff?

...

What other “choices” 
What other “choices” 

have they got, 
have they got, 

right? Ha ha ha!
right? Ha ha ha!

Ha ha! 
Ha ha! You’re 

You’re killing me!

killing me!

Ha... ha-ha!

Ha... ha-ha!

Hey kid,

I feel bad 

eating a 

meal at your 

expense.

This... is a 

token of my 

appreciation.

It's quite 

valuable.



What is 

it? A blank 

piece of 

paper?Is this necessary? 

Is this necessary? 

The Happy Meal 
The Happy Meal 

cost next to 
cost next to 

nothing.
nothing.

You 

don't 

like it? 

Let me 

look...

Manga... 

manga... 

manga... 

here we 

go!

I found 

some 

money.Silver or Silver or 

gold?gold?

What!?

Who are 

you trying 

to fool? 

Who needs 

money 

for dead 

people?*

*Taiwanese people burn “spirit money” at temples for their dead relatives to spend in the afterlife.*Taiwanese people burn “spirit money” at temples for their dead relatives to spend in the afterlife.

Well, the 

dead are 

fooled 

by it...

Screw 

off!

All right, 

I'll just 

give 

you the 

warrant.

Will you 

accept 

it?

Huh?

Will you 

accept it?

Uh...

I guess 

I may as 

well...





WW
hh
aa
mm
!!

Yikes! 

That guy 

just got 

creamed by 

that car!

None 

of my 

business!

He 

just 

ran 

out...



What...
Where 

am I?

th
ud

th
ud

Eeeeya!



It’s the girl who 
took my order!

Hey! Are 

you all 

right?

She’s not She’s not 
breathing. breathing. 
No heart-No heart-

beat.beat.

Hang 

on!
I'll 

call an 

ambu-

lance!

Hee, hee, 

hee. Kid...

Maybe you 

better 

check: are 

you breath-

ing? Do you 

have heart-

beat?



Hee, hee…

YouYou...... you you......

Who the 

hell are 

you?

I am King 

Yama's 

judge, Black 

Impermanence.

Welcome 

to the 

Netherworld, 

dodo.



...
This is 

too much. 

I can't 

take it...I wanna die...I wanna die...

You're 

already in the 

Netherworld. 

Where's dying 

going to take 

you?

Hold on! I 

remember 

now!

You're 

the one 

who 

killed 

me!

I died so 

suddenly!
What am I 

gonna do 

about all the 

<bleep!> on my 

computer and 

hidden under 

my bed!?

Heh, heh, hehHeh, heh, heh……

How 

thought-

ful of 

you...you...

Thought-

ful my 

ass!

Hey, do 

you see 

that?

The girl is 

waking up…

Aaaahhhhh!



No...No...

No... No... 
please, please, 
no...no...

Don’t Don’t 
come any come any 
closer...closer...

What are 

they 

doing?

More 

annoying 

spirits!Go on, 

scram!

...

Are you all right?Are you all right?

Can you stand?Can you stand?



Hey! Did 

you kill 

anyone else 

besides me 

today?

Her 

maybe?

Trying to 

set some kind 

of record, 

perhaps? You 

corrupt 

little...I’m going 
I’m going to sue!
to sue!

No, I would 

never! I was 

with you the 

entire night! 

I’ve got a... 

what is it... 

an alibi!

If it wasn’t 
him then it 
must have 

been...

these two these two 
little little 

ghosts!ghosts!

It’s not 
unheard of 
for infant 

spirits 
to take 
revenge 
on their 
parents.

Hey!

Hey, kid!



I'm talking to you!

Bam!
Bam!

What 

happened 

to the 

warrant I 

gave you?

Give it to 

me, unless 

you're so 

stupid you 

lost it.

HuhHuh

It's 

just a 

blank 

piece of 

paper...

h i sssss h i s ssss 

hissssshisssss

scoot, scoot, scoot

scoot, scoot, scoot

Humph! 

Clearly you 

have no idea 

what you're 

dealing 

with.



This is the

 highest level 

travel permit 

issued by the 

Netherworld 

authorities. In 

other words... 

a Nether-

warrant.

Anyone in 

possession 

of a Nether-

warrant is 

treated as 

a respected 

guest of King 

Yama,
and may 

travel 

unhindered 

within the 

Netherworld, 

and cross its 

borders at 

will!

Speaking 

of 

travel...

Our boat 

is arriving.

Th
un

k!

Th
un

k!



Let me 

introduce 

everyone. 

This is old 

Granny 

Lethe.She used 

to cook up 

the Soup of 

Forgetting, 

but we recently 

added a central 

kitchen.

So, our 

out-of-work 

granny was 

assigned to 

ferry duty.

Thw
ack!

Thw
ack!I'm not 

old,  I'm just 

exceedingly 

mature!

As you can 

see, she's 

a bit thin-

skinned.

Hey, Granny! Hey, Granny! 

No hitting!No hitting!

I just spit up blood! No really, 
I just spit up blood! No really, 

I’m spitting up blood!I’m spitting up blood!Hey!

Honored 

guests, would 

you like to 

board the 

boat?

If you wait 

too long, 

there won't 

be room.

No 

room? Is 

someone 

else 

coming?
Aren't we 

the only 

ones 

here?

I'm afraid 

not. The boat 

is quite 

popular.

Have a 

look. 

Here they 

come.



Let us on the boat!

Holy 

Moly!

Oh! Stop 

pulling 

my skirt!

Ahh!

What about 

this Nether-

warrant? 

Doesn't 

that mean 

anything?

Is this 

how you 

treat an 

honored 

guest?
Oh Oh 

deardear......

You really 

shouldn't 

be so 

demanding… 

your savior 

is almost 

here.

Three, two, 

one.—



ff
ww
aa
pp
!!
ff
ww
aa
pp
!!

Oh my god! 

All of the 

manga we 

didn't get 

to f inish 

when we 

were alive!

Acrylic Mask! 

Barbarian 

Boy 

Detective!

And 

Hunter 

Squared!

Is this 

still being 

published? I 

thought the 

artist kicked 

the bucket!

How could he 

be dead! We 

haven't seen 

him around 

here, have we?

...

Ha ha...Ha ha... All of

 these are 

from the Top 

Ten Manga "I Hope 

my Descendants 

Burn at the 

Temple" list.*

* In addition to spirit money, the living can burn paper * In addition to spirit money, the living can burn paper 
cars, cell phones, and other desirable objects to cars, cell phones, and other desirable objects to 
send to deceased relatives for use in the afterlife.send to deceased relatives for use in the afterlife.

Should be 

completely 

irresistible 

to anyone 

who's dead.



I had to 

light a huge 

f ire to "ship" 

all these 

manga back 

here...

Burning 

garbage 

is illegal 

you know!

OK,

 well that 

problem's 

solved.

You 

should 

join us, 

young 

lady!

And away 

we go!

Wait! 

Where are 

we going 

exactly?
You're 

carrying a 
Netherwarrant, 
so of course 
we should go 

visit King 
Yama.

Pa-doom!

Pa-doom!

I'll help the 

two of you  

f ill in your 

names...

Miss,

I know 

your 

name,

but 

what about 

these two?

Did you pick 

names for 

them?

... I don't 

know their 

names.



I don't 

recognize 

them.

They have 

nothing to 

do with me.

Huh?

What's 

the wait?

Go ahead 

and pick 

names 

for them. 

Problem 

solved!

All right. 

I'll just 

get a 

little 

creative...

Every-

body Loves 

Raymond 

and The 

Voice.

Copy-

cat!!!

That's what 

you're going 

to call the only 

characters in 

this comic who 

have names!?

Raymond
Raymond

The Voice
The Voice

Enough 

whining.

The young 

lady doesn't 

have any 

objections, 

do you?

It has 

nothing to 

do with me.



This river 

we're on 

is called 

the Naraka.The 

longest 

river in the 

Nether-

world.

On either 

side are the 

Ironbound 

Mountains.

Now she’s Now she’s 
gonna play gonna play 
tour guide?tour guide?

What the What the 
hell is hell is 

happening happening 
here!?here!?

Excuse me, 

but I just 

died, so I’m 

not really 

interested 

in...

Neither 

am I. It's 

the Nether-

warrant.

Comes 

with a free 

tour and 

massage.

But the 

massage is 

really too 

much. Here's a 

face slimmer. 

Go wild if 

you like.
What theWhat the......??

I can’tI can’t
stand being stand being 

around these around these 
freaks any freaks any 

longer. And I’d longer. And I’d 
rather not rather not 

be dead!be dead!

boin
g

boin
g

But But 
there’s there’s 

nowhere nowhere 
to go.to go.

I guess I’ll I guess I’ll 
have to jump have to jump 

overboard overboard 
and swim.and swim.

Oh, I'd 

advise you 

not to 

touch the 

water.

Someone 

once got 

a bit of it 

on him, and... 

heh heh.

I really 

don't get 

you, kid.

boingboing



Why are 

you so 

eager to 

go back?Didn't 

you say 

everyone 

there 

treated 

you like a 

freak?

All you 

ever 

wanted 

was to be 

normal...

like her, 

perhaps?

After 

death, most 

spirits will 

wander aimlessly 

for a time, until 

they have ex-

hausted them-

selves.

Adult 

spirits will 

generally be 

able to hold 

on. But infant 

spirits are 

weaker.

If their 

living relatives 

do not make 

sacrif ices for 

them, they will 

never make it to 

the city of the 

Netherworld.

Their spirits Their spirits 

will dissipate will dissipate 

to nothing.to nothing.

Most 

people...
don't 

know 

about 

any of 

this...

But I 

know.

You're 

supposed to 

have a funeral, 

and go the 

temple and make 

offerings. 

Anyone can look 

it up on the 

internet.

But if 

I had 

done that, 

everyone 

would 

know.
An 

unmarried 

woman… 

what would 

they say?

So I 

decided, 

what appens 

to them is 

none of my 

business.



This world 

doesn't 

tolerate 

freaks.

You're 

better off 

pretending 

that you can't 

see. That you 

can't hear!

We're 

here!



Beyond 

lies Fengdu, 

the city of 

the Nether-

world.

My boat 

can go no 

further.

There is 

someone 

here who's 

name hasn't 

been added to 

the Nether-

warrant.

Heh
Well, 
I’ll be 

damned.

I 
thought 

I hid 
myself 
pretty 
well!



I’ve been 
discovered 

right at the 
threshold 
of Fengdu. 

What a 
pity!

It looks 
like I 

have no 
choice but 
to reveal 

myself.

A demoness! 

What is your 

purpose in 

trespassing 

within the 

Netherworld!?

You’ve 
been 

following 
the young 
lady for 
days now.

Surely 
you can 
already 
guess my 

plans!



Hey! What 

the hell is 

happening?

This 

monster 

has been 

with us all 

along? Why 

couldn't I 

see her?

Of 

course 

you 

couldn't 

see her.

She's not 

a dead 

spirit. She's 

a Nightjar, 

a kind of 

demon.

They feed 

on the 

spirits of 

infants.

If I hadn't 

been on her 

tail these past 

few days, she 

would have 

taken them 

by now.

You 
make me 

sound like 
a monster, 

but my 
intentions 
are pure.

The 
young 
lady's 

thoughts 
called me 
to her.“I can’t 

be found 
out. Please 

save me 
from these 

ghosts.”

To a 
woman in 

such a 
predicament, 
devouring 
these two 
little ones 
would be a 
kindness.



Don't 

listen to 

her.

If she 

really wanted 

to eat the 

infant spirits, 

she would have 

already 

done so.

What she 

wants is 

the Nether-

warrant!To her, the 

Netherworld 

is nothing 

less than an 

enormous 

hunting 

ground.Miss, you 

didn't die at 

the hands of 

those infant 

spirits. It was 

this Nightjar!

She must 

have killed you 

so I would 

offer you 

the Nether-

warrant!

Nightjar, 

did you really 

think a tender 

young demoness 

like yourself 

could cross 

over all 

alone?

You've 

forgotten 

Granny Lethe 

and I are both 

here on this boat. 

Perhaps you've 

overestimated 

your 

abilities.

Tender 
young 

demoness? 
What do 
you make 
of this?



Whoa...

Looks pretty 

scary. You still 

think you can 

handle this? 



<gulp> 

We're 

good, 

right 

Granny?

You've 

faced 

this sort 

of thing 

before...

fwap fwap!
fwap fwap!

Granny 

Lethe! 

Hey!

And that 

ends today's 

tour. If you 

have any further 

questions you can 

call our toll-free 

service hotline 

*%$*#@!

Get back 

here you 

old hag!

I’m
 not old, I’m

 just 

I’m
 not old, I’m

 just 

exceedingly matuuuuuure!

exceedingly matuuuuuure!

I don't see 

her for a 

few days and 

suddenly she's 

setting a free-

style speed 

record...
Speed 

record 

my ass! 

What are 

we gonna 

do!?

You two 

take the 

Nether-

warrant 

and get to 

shore.

Leave the 

monster 

to me.



Nightjar! 

Would you 

care to help 

me practice my 

brushstrokes?

Go! 

Now!

pwat pwat pwat

pwat pwat pwat


