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If you could really “get to know someone”, whom would you
choose? Taking a real world case study as inspiration, this
graphic novel follows an innocently curious fifth grader as she
attempts to understand what'’s really going on in the minds of the
people around her.

Everyday life for fifth-grader Angel revolves around classes, classes,
and more classes. In addition to regular schooling and endless piles
of homework, she also attends after-school cram courses, art classes,
and even piano lessons. As if that weren’t enough, she just received a
vexing new assignment in art class. The teacher instructed the class
to “get to know someone” as part of their semester project. But what

does it mean to really know someone?

Having no idea where to begin, Angel turns to her mother, whose
answer is, “Don’t take it so seriously. Just make it up!” Having no
other options, Angel begins observing the people closest to her: her
friend at school, her cousins from the countryside (a difficult older
boy, and a clingy girl), the talkative girl in her art class, and the
competent and confident daughter of her mother’s coworker who

attends an international school, among others.

Angel looks up to all of these people in one way or another, but as she
“gets to know them”, she realizes that each of them also has their own
private troubles. With the end of the semester rapidly approaching,
Angel has to hurry up and choose someone to be the subject of her

project. But whom should she choose?

Taking her inspiration from a real world case study described in the
work of sociologist Lan Pei-Chia, artist/writer Pam Pam Liu
approaches parent-child relationships from a perspective of childlike
innocence, depicting the family dynamics of each child in the story
with gentle humor and an eye for life-like detail. The graphic novel’s

swift pacing and light touch nonetheless reveals startling depths. As
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she delves past the surface appearance of family life, Angel not only
discovers the private conflicts and doubts of those around her, she
also matures in the process, leading to a surprising and
heartwarming conclusion that will resonate with readers long after
the story ends.

Comic & Story by Pam Pam Liu

[llustrator and graphic novelist Pam Pam Liu is also a talented
animator and musician. Her work spans the range from darkly
absurdist fantasies to true-life stories like her highly acclaimed Good
Friend Cancer. Her other graphic novels include A Trip to the Asylum
and When My Brother Was a Kid. In 2018, she spent one year as artist-
in-residence at La Maison des Auteurs in Angouléme, France.

Inspired by Lan Pei-Chia B {fl 5z

Lan Pei-Chia is Distinguished Professor of Sociology at National Taiwan
University where she serves as director of the Global Asia Research
Center. Her research interests include gender, family, international
migration, and social inequality. Her first book Global Cinderellas:
Migrant Domestics and Newly Rich Employers in Taiwan and its Chinese
language adaptation received numerous awards, including the
Distinguished Book Award from the American Sociological Society and
the Taipei Book Fair Award. Her second book, Raising Global Families:
Parenting, Immigration, and Class in Taiwan and the US, compares the
parenting practices of Taiwanese immigrant parents in the US with
their counterparts in Taiwan, demonstrating the variety of parenting
strategies used to cope with the challenges of immigration and

globalization.
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Mowm..

Is now a
good time?

Chapter 1

Gettinglto]KineW,
SeomeoneX




wWell...there’s
something |
wanted to talk
to you about...

So, uh... )_____\

there’s a new
art teacher this
semester...

And there's an
assignment...
| wanted to ask

o
i
|

Alright, let
me guess...

You're trying to get out of
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tutoring again, aren’t you! \
—
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| hit the nail
on the head,
didn’t !




Look at the handout, What's so

'm not lying, it's hard! hard about art
homework?
| gotta
discuss Didn’t | already
with Jen! send you to

drawing class?

Let me
see! How hard
could it be?
If you're
stuck, just
Google it!
Why's the
font so
small?
Are you making
He"\e.’ FMV\ 0{" QOMV'
old mother’s How '
eyesight? dare you!



“Qetting to
know a person’?

What's this?
It better not be one
of those so-called

“creative” assignments.

What does it
mean to “get to
know’’ someone?

All they do is tire me out!

Does it
mean...



Knowing their namy
— f e
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Meeting their
parents?

Does that count as
“knowing” them?

Why didn’t this What! You
new teacher just scared me!
ask us to draw
N e, o
K st:-fj/f.&_/ Hey!










well...dad...
The
thing
Is...
Oh,
Please!
Just this
once!
Is she pretending
not to hear me?
Mom —
Mom —
Let’s go find
her!
\
poned

Suvre!

Jen invited me to go to her
house after school tomorrow.
But i've got piano class...

Can |...

skip tomorrow’s
class?

Mom — dad said —
[ can skip!

fine!

Mom —

Mom —

Ho’ley./



Dad said... skip...

| can... :
tomorrows...
piano class!
Kie!
ok""’ow
Okay!
Pll let you lovebirds
catch up! Why won’t you spare me...

Heg , II\OV\-eg!
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Yay, yay, yay'!

'm going
to shower!

Al
Are you upset?



| was so focused on

skipping piano class...

| forgot about
homework...

Y,\m-

Pll pack my
schoolbag...

| wonder if
they're still
talking?

ll just copy the
rest from someone
else tomorrow!

What?!
This late
already?

Woo!

| can finally
skip my boring
piano lesson!
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Are they fighting?

Oof..

Oh no...

I've got a bad
feeling about this!






Sorry dad...

It's my fault that
mowm is yelling at you...

Alas... is really...

Piano lesson... too boring!

Jen!

’'m coming over!

Woo
hooo!

Pll get to know
Jen tomorrow!








