
 

 

THE LITTLE SEED 
小種子 
 

As spring arrives and summer follows, the animals of the forest rush 

around in a flurry of activity, while flowers burst out of the ground 

and open up brilliant blooms. One tiny seed quietly sleeps in the 

mud, waiting for the perfect moment to awaken.  

 
 

As spring arrives and the animals of the forest rush around in loud 

flurry of activity, one tiny seed lies asleep in the mud. Squirrels dig past 

him, a family of moles tunnel beneath him, and caterpillars mosey 

around him, yet no one even notices he’s there. Summer comes, and 

flowers burst into bloom, yet still our little seed snoozes on. He’s 

waiting for a day when he’ll awake, itchy all over, and stretch his arms, 

and – oh, my! Look what’s happened! 

 

Soft-edged illustrations and a colorful yet sparing narrative depict nature 

as a world full of potential, a world always changing, in which every seed 

has its own right time to germinate. Every seed, burrowing mole, and 

crawling caterpillar live and grow together in a symphony of life.  

 

Text by Wu Tsai-ying 吳在媖 

Author Wu Tsai-ying holds a dual BA in English and Chinese from Fu 

Jen Catholic University and an MA in Communications Research from 

National Chung Cheng University. Her work has won the Huai En 

Literary Prize and been listed for the Hsin-Yi Children’s Literature 

Award. A prolific author, she has steered the publication of many 

children’s titles and published her own essays in several major 

newspapers and periodicals.  
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Hermit and old soul, living in the suburbs of Taipei. She likes aimless 

walks, letting her imagination run wild, and finding joy in illustration.  
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