
  

 

/shop•house/: 100 OLD 
SHOPS AND TOWNHOMES, 
100 WAYS TO SEE TAIWAN 
街屋台灣：100 間街屋， 

100 種看見台灣的方式！ 
 

Author and watercolorist Cheng Kai-Hsiang travels around Taiwan, 

painting over one hundred old street-facing shops and townhomes 

and learning their stories.   

 

 

The Taiwanese townhome, like the machiya that once defined 

traditional downtown quarters in Japan, is a street-facing edifice that 

puts passersby and inhabitants in immediate proximity to one another. 

Once a popular venue for shops, some have also been transformed into 

modern homes. Enamored of their style and atmosphere, painter Cheng 

Kai-Hsiang tells their stories in ink and image.  

 

With his quick-setup painting kit at his side, Cheng travels the whole of 

Taiwan to lay eyes on townhomes in many different cities. His brush 

captures the many eccentricities and delightful details of their 

architecture, including their signs, wares, and windows. Each of the one 

hundred paintings in the final book is accompanied by a detailed record 

of where the building is, when it was painted, and what else might be 

known about it.  

 

Cheng’s meticulous record-keeping and eye for captivating detail make 

this beautiful book of interest to both the casual tourist and the 

historian. He presents the Taiwanese townhome so vividly that readers 

can almost feel the air and hear the downtown sounds around them as 

they look through the grand windows of these icons of grassroots 

Taiwanese culture.  
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Cheng Kai-Hsiang 鄭開翔 

Cheng Kai-Hsiang is a painter of the urban instant. The first-ever 

professional artist to depict Taiwanese townhome culture in ink and 

image, his brush captures urban architecture as moments in human 

time. He has traveled and painted throughout Taiwan, as well as in 

Osaka, Xiamen, and Singapore.  
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Foreword: This world does not lack beauty, only its discovery 

 

Getting acquainted with Taiwan’s shophouses 

The shophouses in my paintings 

Focal points 

Taiwanese shophouse architectural elements 

 

Southern Taiwan 

Pingtung 

01  House with an addition, Fujian Road  

02  Corner shop, Ren’ai Road 

03  House with a red door, military dependents’ village, Qingdao Street 

04  Corner shophouse, Gongyong Road 

05  Water tower shophouse, Gongyong Road 

06  Yellow shophouse, Gongyong Road 

07  Hello, Nurse uniform shop  

08  Liang Hsing Bakery 

09  Old Man Hu noodle stall 

10  Snack stall, corner of Jianhua 1st Street 

11  Ta Chung Corner Shop 

12  Faster Swimwear, intersection 

13  Show Ba General Store, Linsen Road 

 

Kaohsiung 

14  Siaoti Coffee Shop 

15  Hong Family Embroidery building, Qishan 

16  John’s Photography Studio 



  

 

17  Old Street Coffee, Qishan 

18  Shady-Tree Noodles 

19  Recycling station, Chenggong 1st Road 

 

Tainan 

20  Yen Kuang Drugstore 

21  Shen Fo Tan Temple 

22  Galvanized steel and red brick house, Zhongxiao Street 

23  Wood plank single-story house, Xinmei Street 

24  Old green house, Shennong Street 

25  Monkey logo Liu Shen Herbal Medicine 

26  Chuan An Dental Clinic 

27  Yung Tai Hsing Candied Fruit 

28  Shuang Yen Beauty Salon 

29  Brick and wood house, Ciaonan Street 

30  Yin Feng Shaved Ice Dessert Shop 

31  Fish stew shop 

 

Chiayi 

32  Shuen Tai Electric Appliances store 

33  Yushan Hotel Cafe 

34  Japanese-style house, Heping Road 

35  Chia Chia Barbershop 

36  Grandma Pearl’s Place 

37  Yi Hsing Pawn Shop 

38  Laundromat, Guangcai Street  

39  Jen Chi Household Goods 

 

Central Taiwan 

Yunlin 

40  Hengchun Yuan Chi, Taiping Old Street 

41  Genie Videogame Arcade 

43  Li Chen Electric Tools 

43  Cheng Hao Jewelry & Watches, West Market 

44  Green shophouse, Lixing Street 

 

Nantou 

45  Tribal galvanized-steel house, Chunyang 

 

 



  

 

Changhua 

46  Spring and Autumn Fine Arts Society bamboo lantern shop 

47  Hung Chang Key King locksmith 

48  Uniform store, Taiping Street 

49  Japanese-style house, Chenleng Road 

50  Roadside tree house, Lukang 

 

Taichung 

51  Daily Noodles 

52  Da One Gong Shaved Ice 

53  Tu Jen Sheng betel nut stall 

54  Zongzi Sister-in-law, Wufeng 

55  Umbrella wholesale shop, Wufeng Market 

 

Miaoli 

56  Tung Yi Lottery shop  

57  Closed-down café, Zhongshan Road 

58  Fruit vendor, Nan Miao Market 

 

Northern Taiwan 

 

Hsinchu 

59  Corner Hi-Life convenience store 

60  Hsinchu Dongmen Market 

61  Mei Kuei Flower Shop 

62  Yi Wen Tang ink seal shop 

63  Hsin Hsing Agricultural Chemicals and Seed Shop 

 

Taoyuan 

64  Fruit and vegetable store, Yonghe Market 

65  Chin Cheng Bakery 

66  Nail salon, Fuxing Road 

67  Lin Yuan Takeaway Lunch Box Shop 

 

Taipei 

68  Sock shop, Xuchang Street 

69  McDonald’s, Guanqian Road 

70  Tsann Kuen consumer electronics, Guanqian Road 

71  Tso Chih Wei Tempura 

72  Sheng Feng Foods 



  

 

73  Yu Hsin Fuel 

74  Li Fu Vegetarian food stall 

 

New Taipei 

75  Nostalgia Cafe 

76  Yi Fang Trading Company 

77  Two-story empty house, Fengjia Road 

78  Ruifang Railway Station station-front shops 

 

Keelung 

79  Starry Paradise scenic area shuttle bus station 

80  Galvanized steel house, Jinhua Street 

81  Tien Yi Watch and Eyeglass Shop 

82  Ta Hua Bakery 

83  Empty house, Xiaosan Road alleyway 

84  Tung Fang Mei Breakfast Restaurant, Zhong 3rd Road 

85  Li Chang Groceries 

 

Eastern Taiwan and Outer Islands 

Yilan 

86  Corner smithy, Wuying Road 

87  Brick house, Jiucheng West Road alley 

 

Hualien 

88  Empty tire-planter house, Mingli Road 

89  Hsin Hsing Locksmith 

90  Mei Hsu Trading Company 

91  Simple and elegant empty house, Mingxin Street 

93  Ka Jin Ramen 

 

Taitung 

93  The “Moving Castle” house 

94  Empty house with periphery wall, Ren’ai Street 

95  Taitung Chinese Association 

96  Galvanized steel house, Rende Street 

 

Penghu 

97  Hai Ma Cab Company 

98  Coral house, Guoye Village 

99  Pitaya stone house, Xixi Village 



  

 

 

Kinmen 

100  Kinmen Photography Studio 

 

Appendix 1 My shophouse record-making process 

Appendix 2 Introduction to sketching and portable painting tools 

Afterword Sketching as a record of daily life 

 








